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Opening Text: 

‘As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, bring led away with the error of the wicked fall from your own steadfastness (2 Peter 3:16,17).
INTRODUCTION

Pentecostalism has its roots in Jerusalem's Pentecost experience (Acts 2:1–4); yet, a later expression of the same, namely global Pentecostalism, has its beginning in the Azusa Street Revival of Charles Parham's (1873– 1929) Bethel Bible School in Topeka, Kansas, which took place in 1901. Since then, Pentecostalism has been described as a global 20th century Christian movement centered on the Holy Spirit Baptism experience, as proven by speaking in tongues and other gifts of the Holy Spirit. It spread fast throughout America from Azusa Street, recruiting primarily the socially downtrodden (Nyamosi, 2019). According to Kalu (2005), in Africa, Pentecostalism is a later evolution of African Institutional Churches. African Pentecostalism has blossomed in numerous directions since the waning years of the Aladura era in the 1970s and has achieved significant importance in Africa. For instance, Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity has grown in popularity in areas of West Africa over the last three decades, as seen by the expansion of Pentecostal and Charismatic churches in the region (Osinulu, 2017).

However, the prosperity gospel, which promises bountiful wealth as a proof of God's blessing, is one of the most visible and contentious aspects of charismatic Christianity in Africa (Lauterbach, 2019). Mashau & Kgatle (2019) also noted that this prosperity message has had a significant impact on Christianity in post-colonial Africa. The popular and materialistic gospel is sweeping the continent like a whirlwind, and it's impossible to resist. For instance, according to Lauterbach (2019), in Ghana, Pastors at popular charismatic mega-churches preach the health and wealth gospel, offering tangible abundance to congregants as proof of God's blessing while simultaneously aggressively pushing church members to spend freely in church, whereas, in Nigeria, Materialistic preaching has altered Christian value systems with its unabashed emphasis on acquiring wealth by all means and the terrible deceptions of materialistic preachers with their blatant display of affluence (Nwadialor and Umeanolue, 2013). This essay aims to discuss the materialistic theology and prosperity gospel and how it affects the African church and the quality of her members.

As historians of the humanities and social sciences look back on the 20th century, a growing focus on the factors that contribute to personal contentment and purpose emerges (Burroughs, 2002). Spirituality and a desire for financial wealth are two aspects of what people often think of as leading a fulfilling life. Religious ideals and economic pursuits are heavily weighted in our culture. These two ideals, however, have the ability to clash with one other, resulting in mental suffering.

In today's charismatic Protestant Christianity, one of the most widespread and troubling movements is the prosperity gospel, which is connected with preachers like Kenneth Hagin, Benny Hinn, and Joel Osteen. Prosperity theology says that material riches and acquisitions belong to every believer. Believers who follow God's global principles may become wealthy beyond their wildest dreams if they do it properly. As a result, the main issue with prosperity teaching is its understanding and application of the Scriptures. Many Bible passages are used by prosperity instructors in their teachings, providing the appearance that their ideas are securely rooted in the Word of God. 

Christianity in post-colonial Africa is highly influenced and shaped by the message of materialistic ideology. The popular and materialistic gospel is sweeping across like whirlwind, which is irresistible. This explosive growth of the prosperity gospel in Africa has attracted a lot of controversial attention among scholars and researchers. The Materialistic Ideology encourages poor people to think positively and ignite the Godly power within them to instruct their cheque books or bank accounts to yield more (abundance) or to embrace the spirit of ‘name it and claim it’ when coming to material possessions. Poverty within the paradigm as defined as sin, laziness and lack of faith. Human suffering is also perceived as a lack of God's favor. The proponents of this movement put emphasis on individual success but are silent about or have not developed a systematic theological analysis of economic injustice and social marginalization that accompanies Materialistic Ideology.

The Gospel of Prosperity has received quite some criticism by several scholars and till date, there still exists dangling issues about this concept. It therefore leaves open a chance and choice for the ordinary reader to examine each word and perception in the light of God’s word. The Bible remains a guide for all Christians to live by and this remains one of the aim of this research; to enable the believer see the Gospel in the true light of Christ’s word.

In this keynote, we shall be making a biblical conscious and scholarly effort to address the core principles and ideas of prosperity teachings, rather than argue with particular preachers and already established theories. This is a thorough effort to define concepts, investigate previous researches, mirroring materialism under the concept of God’s word, taking a view at the history of African Pentecostalism and making quality recommendations for the practitioners, church members and of course the church authority at large. Throughout this paper, the term Materialistic Ideology will be interchangeably used with the term Gospel of Prosperity. I do hope that you will find this enlightening and informative at the same time. 

Issues: Materialism and Prosperity Gospel. Misinterpretation of the Bible and Greed.

DEFINITIONS: MATERIALISM THEOLOGY (PROSPERITY GOSPEL) AND PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES.
MATERIALISM THEOLOGY (PROSPERITY GOSPEL)
Defining the Materialistic Theology has proved complex and diverse over time. For the purpose of this article, the definition by Gifford (2004) appears to capture our thoughts: 

More significantly than motivation in bringing about success is called the prosperity gospel, or faith gospel or the health and wealth gospel, according to which a Christian (through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross) is already healthy and wealthy, and all he or she must do to take possession of health and wealth is to claim possession. (p.172)

There are three distinct elements concerning the aforementioned definition of prosperity gospel, namely (1) faith (2) wealth (3) health. It is critical for believers to exercise their faith as a means through which they are able to unlock or access their wealth and health. In the words of Hunt (2000).

 …Health and wealth are the automatic divine right of all Bible-believing Christians and may be procreated by faith as part of the package of salvation, since the Atonement of Christ includes not just the removal of sickness and poverty (p.333)

Poverty and sickness are not ideal and therefore not acceptable among Christians. At the core of prosperity gospel is the ‘name it’ and ‘claim it’ syndrome which is captured in the following words. ‘The gospel of prosperity and Materialistic Gospel therefore teach that all resources are there for people to claim them’ (Togaresei 2011:344). Faith and positive confessions thereof are viewed as the main condition for receiving abundance of material blessings. Accordingly, this material blessings include the areas of financial prosperity and prosperity in the realm of physical health and well-being’ (Young 1996:7). Failure to accumulate enough is seen as a sign of either attacks from the devil or lack of faith. 

The prosperity gospel is an idolatrous perversion of the gospel according to which Jesus is a means to God’s full blessings, primarily of wealth, health, and might, now available to those who trust and obey certain faith principles prescribed by a particular man of God. (Tamfu, 2020). It is obvious that Prosperity theology is a great divergence from biblical truth. Most of their followers don’t have an inkling of the way and manner these preachers have perverted the gospel for their own selfish ends. Bible interpretation that takes context into reckoning will give clarity to the errors of these preachers. Before we look at some of the ways they wrongly interpret the Scriptures, let us ask why the prosperity preachers misinterpret them. Tamfu (2020), further reiterated that “one of the most dangerous parts about the “insidious disease” of prosperity theology is its appeal to Scripture. Prosperity teachers have to dress their teaching in scripturally fine clothing to keep followers from detecting its faults.”
The main theme for these preachers is to “get all they can and can all they get” before the eyes of understanding the followers open. However, it seems this is not going to happen as the movement is drawing more crowd on daily basis. Well, who does not want materials, health and wealth? None, so they stimulate this craving in their congregants, and it keeps increasing unabated as they keep coming to them for ‘more’ in exchange for their money. Someone asked, ‘why on earth would a preacher twist the scriptures to swindle or seduce people?” And ‘why would a follower keep listening and following such preacher?” The answer is simple: Covetousness! Avarice! Greed! Nothing more, nothing less. An African adage in the Yoruba speaking tribe in West Africa says, “He who wants to die, has met he who is ready to kill him.” That to me situates the scenario of the prosperity preachers and their adherents in the right context. Our Lord Jesus Christ and Apostle Paul spoke sternly against the spirit of covetousness in Christians (Lk.12: 13-21, Eph.4:19-20, Col.3:5).  The truth is that when the passion for material things becomes god, God and His word become means. Hence, they turn to use and exploit God for their own benefits. So, “the movement dethrones Jesus so that his word becomes merely a manual for mammon, a guide to gold, a footpath to fitness, and a means to might. Ministry becomes business. Preachers “see preaching as a way to make money.” (Tamfu, 2020).
Prosperity gospel then, as a global phenomenon is riding on the wave of capitalism which is sweeping the global economy. It is almost synonymous with Pentecostal- Charismatic churches with its root in America (Niemandt 2017:205; Obadare 2016) and has grown to become a success story in almost all the continents. Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, Creflo Dollar, Robert Tilton, Joel Osteen are mentioned among prosperity gospel preachers. (Young 1996:4) Anim (2010:67) further remarked that ‘The Prosperity Gospel’ is significantly influenced by the teaching of E. W. Kenyon Norman Vincent Peale and Robert Schuller’.

PENTECOSTALISM 

The term Pentecostalism is derived from the Greek work Pentekoste which literarily means ‘fifty’. It is the Greek name for the Jewish festival known as ‘Feast of Weeks’ in the Old Testament which celebrates the fiftieth day after Passover observances. The New Testament used the term to refer to the established Jewish Feast. 

However, since the gift of the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), Christians re-interpreted the meaning of it in terms of these events. In the New Testament, Pentecostalism could be inked to an event that commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the followers of Jesus Christ, and the speaking in foreign languages as described in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.

Pentecostalism then, is a Protestant Charismatic Christian movement that emphasizes direct personal experience of God through baptism with the Holy Spirit. Pentecostalism adheres to the inerrancy of the Bible and the necessity of the New Birth: individuals repenting of their sins and accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour’. It is distinguished by belief in the ‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’ that enables the use of spiritual gifts such as speaking in the tongues and divine healing –two among other defining characteristics of Pentecostalism.

Because of their commitment to biblical authority, spiritual gifts, and the miraculous, Pentecostals tend to see their movements as reflecting the same kind of spiritual power and teaching that were found in the Apostolic Age of the early church. For this reason, some Pentecostals also use the term ‘Apostolic or Full Gospel’ to describe their movement

After the reformation had begun to shake up the world, conflicting groups found it easier to break away from the established norm; some for the better and some for the worse. Forgetting about the second, movement for the better that result in the outcome of Pentecostal Movement/ church are: The Anabaptist (1525), The Society of Friends (Quakers, 1652) The French Prophets (Camsards, Cevenols, 1688) The Methodists 91730), The Jansenists/Convulsionaries (1726-1790) The New Light Prophets (1742) The Shakers (1770) Joanna Southcotts. (1792) The Cane Ridge Revival (1801), Phoebe Palmer (1830), The Mormons (1830) The Seventh Day Adventists (1840), The Skye Revival of 1841-2, Johann Christoph Blumhardt (1843), Dorothea Trudel (1851), Otto Stockmeyer (1867) The Irish Revival of 1859, The Holiness Movement (1885), Keswick and other Higher Life) Teaching (1875), Maria Beulah Woodwroth-Etter (1885) Frank. W. Sandford (1893), Parham- the Topeka ‘revival’ (1901), The Welch Revival (1903-4). 

All these groups and individuals were termed the forerunners of the Modern Pentecostal Movement. Hence, the prolific growth of Pentecostal throughout the world has led scholars such as Allan Anderson to claim that Pentecostalism is ‘flexible and resilient enough to adapt to and be at home with both modernity and its elusive successors, post modernity’. Scholars who make such claims concerning Pentecostalism’s future vitality usually point to its success in the developing world where the movement is currently thriving and, without offering substantive proof for their claims, conclude that this trend of growth will continue even once these nations have developed into fully modern urban-industrial societies. 

In English, we find the word prosperity sprinkled throughout the Bible; the righteous will prosper, the blessing of the Lord brings prosperity etc. But if we apply our modern understanding of the meaning of prosperity, we will miss the true riches. Going back to the original scriptures, many different Hebrew and Greek words together give us a picture of true prosperity. The Hebrew words for good, peace, success, wisdom and abundance are all translated into English as prosperity. In Greek, the words for prosperity combine goodness with the theme of a journey. That’s why things were ‘good’ (prosperous) for Joseph in prison, and the jailer committed all things to his hands.  In God’s Kingdom, what is good is connected to being conformed to the image of Jesus. This is what unlocks our destiny, calling and purpose. True prosperity is about carrying God’s glory. Anything outside of this is counterfeit, and faith destroyer.
CONCEPT OF MATERIALISTIC GOSPEL- MATERIALISM THEOLOGY

In Africa, charismatic Christianity is known for its emphasis on the prosperity gospel, which promises bountiful money as a proof of God's favor. Health and riches gospels are preached by pastors in several prominent gigantic churches in Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana, South Africa, Gabon. Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Uganda among others. At the same time, they actively urge church members to donate liberally to the church. Many preachers who preach prosperity are themselves wealthy to demonstrate the examples of what they teach, with large homes, expensive automobiles, and private aircrafts. People go to the wealthy churches in quest of health and money (Paul, 2016), however the prosperity gospel too is a contentious terrain. Charismatic preachers have been accused of fraud as well as other criminal activities in a few instances. So charismatic preachers are accused of being dishonest or exhibiting an unethical and misdirected sort of Christian religion by the leadership of other religious organizations (Ilana, 2017). Prosperity gospels might be further criticized for being more in line with the current, market-driven mentality than the Christian idea of salvation by grace through faith (Milmon, 2015). Prosperity gospel preachers like Amos Yong, a Pentecostal theologian, have a more holistic view of the gospel and stress the gospel's influence on a variety of economic sectors (Amos, 2016). Even while different academic fields adopt different analytical methodologies, the majority of scholars see the prosperity theology as script. In other words, they see the prosperity theology as a cohesive system of religious thinking, or as a kind of prosperity theology or ideological philosophy.  These churches, which lack a theological foundation, set aside the mystery of the cross of Jesus Christ. Thus, they reject the invitation of Christ to those who love Him to take His cross and follow Him (Matthew 10:38, 16:24), the profession of faith of the Apostle Paul to which the cross of Christ is the only source of pride (Galatians 6:14), and the exhortation from the writer of Hebrews of “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before Him, He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). 

Many of the prophets, pastors, and reverends have taken the place of God in the heart of men who throng their churches.  They preach according to their self-willed vision, rather that the vision of Christ whose sole mission for the church is to seek and save the lost and make disciples, according to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18–20). They prefer to proclaim healing, miracles, and support for the tired and overworked as a priority of the church rather than preach Christ crucified to their members. The followers of these preachers in search of social ranking, honour, promotion, and money by means of miracles and healings become a tool of manipulation and propaganda to promote the weak theological foundation of the church to our dismay. These preachers of materialism also attract members of independent churches and religions such as Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox, and even Muslims to swell their numbers.
The prosperity gospel emphasizes the importance of claiming success in the material world as an evidence of God's favour. Pastors preach and pray about God's benefits, which are implemented via religious rituals like offering and tithing. Charismatic Christians are seen as entitled to wealth and success because of their belief in God's grace. Sowing and reaping is the underlying premise for reaping the benefits of God: The more you contribute in church, God will reward you in return.
Pastors instruct their flock on the virtues of tithing with a subtle force, fear of missing heaven (FOMH) and unplanned manner. You contribute as an individual and God provides for you as an individual; this notion is based on the special relationship between man and God. Contributing towards the church or to the pastor is seen as a gift to God by many gullible churchgoers, thus they treat it as such if there’s no threat that majority of these prosperity preachers uses with reference to the Old covenant which has be annulled on the cross of Calvary!
In his pursuit of happiness, man has believed that acquiring and accumulating possessions might provide fulfillment to life throughout the years and throughout cultures. Simultaneously, many religious leaders and theologians have criticized materialistic attachments and pushed for a focus on the spiritual and moral life (Frunzaru and Frunzaru, 2017). Generally, Materialism is the desire for commodities that are claimed to bring happiness in a consumer society, where individuals believe that possessions are a path to happiness and that happiness is found in possession and engagement with products rather than religious contemplation, social interaction, or a simple life (Richins, 1987). Theology of materialism is a way of thinking in which physical well-being and material things are the highest good and worth in life. Materialism is also characterized as a preoccupation with material wealth and bodily comfort at the expense of spiritual or intellectual endeavors (Oladotun, 2020).  Hornby (2000) defines it as “the belief that money possessions and physical comforts are more important than spiritual values in life.” Moreover, according to Gifford (2004), more important than motivation in achieving success is a theology known as the prosperity gospel, faith gospel, or health and wealth gospel, according to which a Christian is already healthy and wealthy (due to Christ's sacrifice on the cross), and all he or she has to do is claim possession of health and wealth. 
According to Asamoah-Gyadu (2005), the "sowing and reaping" metaphor illustrates the main notion of the prosperity gospel, which says that church members must sow tithes and offerings in the church in order to reap a harvest of money and success. Christians who follow charismatic Christianity are said to have a biblical right to wealth and prosperity. Receiving God's blessings is based on the principle of giving and receiving (sowing and reaping): the more one gives in church, the more one receives from God. Pastors teach members of their congregations how to contribute generously and spontaneously. This notion is based on the one-of-a-kind relationship that exists between man and God: you give as an individual person, and God returns the favor (Lauterbach, 2019). Prosperity gospel preachers argue that through faith, Christians can manifest their wants through the power of visualization, mental power, and imagination. 

The prosperity gospel is the spiritualization of materialism and the celebration of the classic symbol of surplus or excess and consumerism. The prosperity gospel is "a new type of colonialism", with its emphasis on financial blessings as representative of a new form of Pentecostalism with expressions like "sowing and reaping, naming it and claiming it to create a world of reality in faith." The movement preaches that God has given believers the authority to assist believers in getting out of debt and meeting their financial necessities (Gbote & Kgatla 2014; Niemandt, 2017). According to Heuser (2016) the prosperity gospel, and the theology of "seed faith," in a sense, connects faith and action in practical theology, so to speak, with a strong call to enactment. Donating to the church or the pastor is viewed as giving to God, hence giving to the church or the pastor is the same as giving to God. This is a fallacy that even the intellectuals have fallen headlong into.

Prosperity gospel refers to the genre of preaching that emphasizes positive confessions, divine physical healing, and divine material success as necessary gifts, and blessings from God. In other words, it is the spiritualization of materiality and celebration of the abundance, which comes from God as a result of divine promise from Him. The prosperity gospel is a form of Pentecostalism that has become acceptable with huge followers.

A modern version, or according to some, perversion of the gospel according to which the full blessings of God available to those who approach Him in faith and obedience includes wealth, health and power. The prosperity gospel can be defined by many concepts, but three basic ones are faith, wealth and health.

3.1 FAITH: For the adherent of the prosperity gospel, faith is defined by its efficacy. ‘Faith was only faith because it worked’. Bowler says. Instead of faith being the rational trust in the proclaimed Word of God in accord with available evidence, the faith of prosperity gospel adherents is positive thinking and expectation of God’s material blessings. Positive thinking, called faith, necessarily results in material blessings if it is sincere. This is the simple law of faith according to the prosperity gospel.

3.2 WEALTH: According to the prosperity gospel, financial blessing is a guaranteed result of faith in God. Bowler explains that for prosperity gospel adherents, Money served as a common and practical means of accessing one’s faith. With respect to material wealth, faith was ‘a loose Christian equivalent to Hinduism’s karma, an explanation for causality in which all actions brought good or ill consequences’. To be a faithful Christian is to expect wealth from God.

3.3 HEALTH: For prosperity gospel believers, God blesses the faithful with good health as a provision of the atonement. All prosperity gospel believers see a connection between good health and spiritual blessedness.

The Prosperity Gospel then focuses primarily on material possessions, physical well-being and success in this life: which mostly includes abundant financial resources, good health, clothings, housing, cars, and promotion at work, success in business as well as other endeavors of life. This gospel asserts that believers have the right to the blessings of health and wealth and that they can obtain these blessings through positive confessions of faith.

At its core, the health and wealth gospel teaches that God rewards increasing levels of faith with greater amounts of wealth. In other words, wealth and holiness are believed to be intrinsically connected: the holier you are, the richer you should become. This is mainly the concept of the prosperity gospel.

However, previous research has indicated that elevated concentrations of materialism are related with lower levels of subjective well-being in the long run. A materialistic way of life, says Burroughs (2002), "has long-term deleterious implications." The pursuit of financial wealth has been linked to poorer levels of happiness, sadness, and overall well-being, according to social scientists (Burroughs, 2002). The phrase "prosperity gospel" refers to a collection of doctrines prevalent among evangelical charismatic preachers that link Christian faith to earthly wealth.

According to the theologians of prosperity, sin is the “high treason” of Adam by which he transmitted to Satan the dominion that God had given him over creation. Thus, Satan has dominion over the creation by a “legal right,” not only because of the rebellion of man. This approach shifts the problem of responsibility in the act of the commission of sin. Satan becomes the instigator of all wrongdoing in the world as the author of sin. The aim of the “theologians” of prosperity is disassociating man from sin. He does not deal with his own sin but that of Satan. By denying original sin the fundamental core in the sin problem becomes the lack of self-esteem. The most serious sin is the one that causes a person to declare that he is unworthy (Samen, 2014).
HISTORY OF MATERIALISTIC THEOLOGY IN AFRICAN PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES
According to Adamo (2021), it is necessary to analyze and interrogate the nature of the African worldview and the African Traditional Religion, as well as culture, in order to comprehend the African background of the prosperity gospel. The African worldview encompasses the entirety of what it means to be human, with religion and culture playing a larger role. Nothing happens without a spiritual reason in the African worldview, because everything that happens on earth is linked to what happens in the spiritual, unseen world. It entails faith in a Supreme Being (God), divinities, spirits, and ancestors, as well as the use of magic and medicine. Furthermore, the spiritual world, the human world, and the natural world all have a three-tier structure that is intertwined in the Shona worldview. While the natural world serves as a home for the spirits and relays messages from the spiritual world to the human world, the spiritual world serves as a source of guidance, blessings, and punishment for the human world, as prosperity preachers believe that God sends blessings and guardians to believers through the spirits (Nel 2019; Sipeyiye 2015). Furthermore, according to Idowu (1991) before the presence of missionaries, Africans knew God and addressed him by numerous names. This explains why God has a different name in each ethnic group: Olodumare, for example, is a Yoruba name for almighty God; Chukwu is Igbo name; the Ashanti of Ghana refer to him as Nyame; the Mende of Sierra Leone as Ngewo; the Zambians refer to him as Leza; and South African Zulu refers to him as Nnkuhinkulu. People all over Africa use theophoric proper names to show their awareness of God, which are further proofs that God is real to Africans, such as Ebere Chukwu (Igbo) means "God's kindness," and Gatkworth means "Son of God" (Nuer), God is just (Ewe) or God is kind (Mawunyo) (Idowu 1991; Adamo 1983). Meanwhile, according to Mbiti (1979), Africans also believe that God created divinities or supernatural entities. These divinities are numerous in many African countries. The Yoruba people, for example, have about 1700 divinities. a number of these spirits are revered for their power to cause healing and bring prosperity, which shows that prosperity preaching is not alien to the African Diaspora who was enslaved and forced to migrate to North America, where Pentecostalism, charismatic, and prosperity gospel spread like wildfire (Awolalu 1979).

In African Traditional Religion (ATR), those who patronized them already have a mental idea of what to expect. For example, when you visit the ATR oracle, custodian or shama, and you narrate your problems, he/she will contact the gods who will recommend what to do, eat or use as the case maybe. So, every inquirer to the custodian of ATR expects to take ‘something’ home to use as a symbol of effectiveness of these gods. In like manners, the prosperity preachers have borrowed a leaf from the ATR practitioners. Now, in the faith and wealth churches, you can receive water that has been prayed upon or you are given verses of the Bible to read at certain unholy hour on the water before drinking it or bathing with it. Furthermore, many of them have merchandised the olive oil (nicknamed anointing oil), rod or staff and handkerchiefs as an appendage of ATR venture into Pentecostalism. Many adherents have thus deified the ‘man of God’ as the only one who have access to Jesus’ power when we are all supposed to demonstrate the priesthood of Christ without measure. 

At this point, it is worth noting that Africans who were uprooted from their ancestral lands grew up with the above traditional and religious beliefs in strange ways to gain riches, power, protection, overall health, and success; because they have been immersed in this concept for so long, it rarely fades, even after so many years away from their native homeland. About 22 million Africans who were taken to America were Christianized and eventually became cross-cultural missionaries (Adamo, 2021). Moreover, African American missionaries began to dominate the African mission field in Africa at the turn of the twentieth century. The slogans 'Africa for Africans' and 'Ethiopians extending forth her hands unto God' (Ps 68:31) were read as calling for more than only spiritual salvation (Adamo, 2015). According to Cerullo (1977), one of Parham's former students, Seymour, is often regarded as the father or originator of Pentecostalism, from which the prosperity gospel arose. As a result, Seymour founded a Pentecostal church where he could preach the prosperity gospel openly. This enormous revival and spiritual yearning in Los Angeles began at 312 Azuza Street in the black community of Los Angeles. The African Diaspora Churches have been described as the main forerunners of the modern Pentecostal or charismatic movement through the use of African religion and music in the New World (Gerloff, 1998). The African or black roots of the Pentecostal movement are one of the causes for its spread in African churches; the prosperity gospel's ability to adapt to multiple denominations aided its expansion (Fatokun, 2007). 

Moreover, according to Gifford (2004), in the 1980s, the prosperity gospel was widely popularized throughout Africa. Bonnke's 'Fire Conference' in Harare in April 1986 was one of its avenues of dissemination. Kenneth Copeland gave one of the primary lectures on 'The Gospel and Prosperity' at this conference, which drew 4,000 attendees from 41 African countries. Many of Africa's fastest-growing churches now follow this teaching, including the Rhema churches of South Africa and Zimbabwe, Andrew Wutawunashe's Family Church in Accra, Ghana, Benson Idahosa's Church of God Mission International in Nigeria, and numerous more.

Across Africa, Christianity is thriving in all shapes and sizes. But one particular strain of Christianity prospers more than most- Pentecostalism. Again, Pentecostals believe that everyone can personally receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit such as possession of the ability to speak in tongues. In Africa, this kind of faith in which the supernatural is a daily existence is sweeping through the continent. Today, about 107 million Africans are Pentecostals- and the numbers continue to rise. 

Pentecostalism has become an increasingly prominent features of Africa’s religious and political landscape. The movement’s growth has been particularly dramatic since the era of decolonization in the 1950s and 1960s. The Pentecostal upsurge in Africa occurred in the 1980s and 1990s, during the period of ‘structural adjustment’ imposed by international financial institution on post-independence African countries whose economies were faltering and whose governmental structure often proved unequal to pressures for modern democracy and social justice.

According to recent figures from the World Christian Database, Pentecostals now represent 12%, or about 107 million, of Africa’s population of nearly 890 million people. This includes individuals who belong to classical Pentecostal denominations, such as the Assemblies of God or the Apostolic Faith Mission, that were founded in the early 20th century, as well as those who belong to Pentecostal denominations or churches that have formed more recently, as well as those who belong to Pentecostal denominations, who in Africa are drawn mainly from Catholic and Protestant churches (AIS), number an additional 40 million, or approximately 5% of the population. As recently as 1970, Pentecostal and charismatics combined represented less than 5% of Africans. 

Pentecostals are not the only Christian group in Africa to have experienced significant growth in recent decades. According to the World Christian Database, Christianity as a whole increased from about 10 million adherents in 1900 to about 144 million or 46 % of the population.

In the early years of the twenty-first century, the largest church in England was led by a Nigerian missionary pastor. Similarly, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Europe’s largest church was shepherded by a Nigerian. Churches like Ghana’s Church of Pentecost and Nigeria’s Redeemed Christian Church of God have established centers all over the world. This is a trend sometimes described as ‘reverse mission’. The new era of African mission is still in its infancy. Yet it promises that the story of Christianity in Africa, begun in a quiet corner of Alexandria, Egypt in the first century, is now a global movement changing the world.

Praise God for His work across Africa. His Spirit has moved in many different ways: through African leaders, through foreign missionaries, and various political movements. We should rejoice in our diversity and unite around the core doctrines of our shared faith. The powerful African church is coming to maturity in the twenty-first century. We should claim our Christianity with boldness in proclaiming our vibrant faith to the world. Humility is learning from others and working together. Building of churches us to be based on biblical teaching, excellence and integrity in organization and leadership.

WORSHIPPERS’ PERCEPTION OF THE THEORY OF MATERIALISM

At the Perez Chapel International of both the Circle and Chorko branches, nine clergymen were face-to-face interviewed. In addition, five members of the nine were engaged in focus group discussions. Four questions were mainly asked. They included:
1. What is your church’s concept of the believers’ material prosperity? 
2. What is the source of material prosperity?
3. How is material prosperity to be used?
4. What are the roles and functions of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Pentecostal/ Charismatic believer?
In addition, 200 questionnaires were administered to 200 members of the Perez Chapel International. All the questionnaires were completed and retrieved. At the Perez Chapel International, participants expressed their views on prosperity as illustrated below:
‘It is biblical for the believer to live a prosperous life because a prosperous life give glory to God and so the church members should not live a life of mediocrity but live the life of abundance and be thinking big all the time’ (Clergy 1)
Some of the participants differed on a popular opinion that the more spiritual a person is, the less likely he or she will be in the pursuit of material blessings thus resulting in poverty. For example, in the opinion of clergy 7
‘It is perceived by some people that the more spiritual one is, the more he/she does not think about material blessings. So to such people, closeness to God necessarily makes one poor and is to such people that is ‘spirituality’. This is seen to be erroneous and unbiblical theology which must be frowned at and rejected by all believers’. (Clergy 7)
Other participant echoes the views as expressed below:
‘People think that sound spirituality is characterized by poverty and that people say Jesus did not have a place to lay His head during His ministry on this earth; and so prosperity has nothing to do with Christianity. People who think this way are myopic in their analysis in that they skip over an occasion in the Bible where Jesus invited the disciples to his home (dwelling place). Also, they are ignorant about the fact that Jesus sometimes organized His meeting in the upper room- relatively the best place. Jesus could feed 5000 of people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fishes with 12 baskets collected from the crumbs. This indicates Jesus’s power over material blessings. In addition, Jesus could just instruct one of His disciples to go to the lake and take a gold from the mouth of the fish that he reaches his hand to so that they could pay their tax. And that was done’(Clergy 5)
Another participant still from the church in question indicated that:
Although some argued that Jesus did not use any car in His time, it is counter argued that such people never considered the issues of time there was no vehicle. Technological development has so improved overtime such that it has become convenient and comfortable to use some of these products of development to enhance work performance. When Jesus had to use a donkey for the triumphant entry, he used the one that no one had used before. Jesus believed in big things’ (Clergy 6)
Several other participants had similar views. From the issues raised above, the Pentecost /Charismatic believers have a strong belief that God’s package for HIs children is prosperity. This notion reflects in certain commands from God where He commands the Christian to bring their tithes to the church so that He will open the windows of heaven to bless them until they have no place to accommodate them (Malachi 3:10). Christians have been commanded in many areas of the Bible to give to people who are in need and more especially towards God’s work, so that God will be moved to bless the works of their hands. It is from this view that Penteco-charismatic Christians think that Jesus who wields control over wealth, could equally bestow material blessings upon His followers.
 THE PRACTICES OF MATERIALISM THEOLOGY IN PENTECOSTALISM CHURCHES IN AFRICA

Prosperity gospel found fertile soil in Africa in what Gilford (2004:169) calls the explosion of charismatic Christian churches. Prosperity gospel in Africa is synonymous with the Pentecostal- Charismatic Christianity. It is correctly asserted that ‘The Impact of the Prosperity Gospel in contemporary African Christianity has been noted by scholars and it has often been associated with the development of new charismatic movements.
As much as this movement has historical roots in the United States, it has grown to become a global phenomenon in Africa. Historical evolvement by prosperity gospel on African soil is well articulated by Gilford (2004:13) as follows: This prosperity gospel spread widely in Africa in the 1980s. One of its means of diffusion was Bonnke’s Fire Conference in Harare in April 1986. At this conference, which drew 4,000 delegates from 41 African countries, Kenneth Copeland conducted one of the key seminars on 'The Gospel and Prosperity’. Now this doctrine is associated with many of Africa’s fastest-growing churches such as the Rhema churches of the South Africa and Zimbabwe, Andrew Wutawunashe’s family church in Accra, Ghana, Benson Idahosa’s Church of God Mission International in Nigeria and countless others.
A vehicle to financial gain rather than happiness and holiness has unfortunately become the gospel today (1 Timothy 6:5 NIV). Since this trend in materialism has engulfed 21st-century Christians, the ordinary Christian appears more preoccupied with temporal possessions than spiritual growth. This gospel of affluence has eaten deep into the fabric of African Christianity. Today, Africa is home to many of the world's wealthiest religious leaders. To name just a few, there are in Nigeria, Bishop David Oyedepo of the Living Faith Chapel, Pastor E. A. Adeboye of the Redeemed Christian Church of God, Late Pastor Temitope Balogun Joshua, and the Christ’s Embassy leader, Revd. Dr. Chris Oyakhilome among others. Pa Sydney Elyon was convinced that Archbishop Idahosa had become negatively influenced by a stream of the Pentecostalism movement in America that was unduly emphasizing materialism and fame. Elton believed that certain wrong influences were beginning to shape Idahosa’s spiritual outlook – influences that would bring about a conversion to the American brand of Pentecostalism which Elton was very wary of and had continually warned against (Abodunde, 2016). However, Maxey and Ozodo (2017) reiterated that Idahosa in the final years of his life could be heard on numerous occasions discouraging the legions of imitators around him from putting too much focus on material gain but his concerns fell largely on deaf hears.
Paseka Frans Motsoeneng, more popularly known as Prophet PFP Motsoeneng or Prophet Mboro, a South African televangelist and self-proclaimed leader of Incredible Happenings Ministries with its main church based in Katlegong, East Rand of Johannesburg, South Africa should be within our radar.. There is a new and controversial preacher in Tshwane, Prophet Lesego Daniel, the founder of the Rabboni Centre Ministries in South Africa who fed grass to his worshippers. Rev. Francis Michel Mbadinga—founder in 1985 of the Center for Evangelization Bethany (CEB), is one of the most recognized and powerful prosperity gospel churches in Gabon. His message is unique because he’s openly offering messages of prosperity and opted in favour of the relationship of “church” and politics. In Gabon, members of prosperity gospel churches represent more than one-fifth of the voters, so this Reverend gentleman wields great influence among the political class. Some politicians, although without declaring publicly to be Pentecostals or evangelicals, use these churches to become popular in order to benefit politically. These churches encourage their followers to vote for these politicians, which are also for them a reliable source of funding. It is thus a version of “I’ll scratch your back, and you’ll scratch mine”! (Samen, 2014).

We must not forget South African pastor, Alph Lukau and Shepherd Bushiri also known as Major 1, a Malawian fugitive. Alph Lukau is the General Overseer of Alleluia Ministries International, a gospel denomination located in South Africa founded in 2002. He beats the likes of Kenneth Copeland, Pat Robertson, and Benny Hinn to the title of the richest pastor in the world. However, his 2021 nett worth of around $600 million (other estimates say it exceeds $1B) puts him comfortably beyond the reach of the riches of his fellow preachers.  Shepherd Bushiri is another preacher, self-proclaimed prophet, businessman, motivational speaker, and author. His church has headquarters in Pretoria, South Africa with branches in other African countries and around the world.  Shepherd Bushiri is now known as one of the wealthiest pastors in the world and one of the most affluent people in Africa. Bushiri is mentored by multimillionaire businessman and leader of Good News Church in UK, Prophet Uebert Angel. Bushiri is said to be the most celebrated and popular Spiritual Son of Prophet Angel. Angel has other Spiritual sons including, but not limited to, Africa-based Romeo Marom, Bulgaria-based miracle worker Maksim Asenov, leader of Imperial City Church, Isaiah Brian Sovi and South Africa-based Apostle Miz Tancred. The Enlightened Christian Gathering is reported as one of the fastest growing churches in Africa and the world.
Furthermore, in post-colonial Africa, Bishop Ray McCauley of Whole Rhema Baptist Church of South Africa is yet another pastor that promotes Prosperity gospel and a culture of greed via his teachings. Mashau (2019) stated that religion seems to have become the most lucrative business today. This to my mind is a tragedy for our faith, and it needs quick redress before it gets overboard! 

Speaking of the Nigerian context, which is relevant elsewhere in Africa, Umoh (2013:656) concluded that religion appears to be the most lucrative business today. Preachers like Bishop David Oyedepo of The Winners Church believe in talking big about money and wealth. He has written at least 40 books and most of them are on material prosperity and good health. They include Covenant Wealth, Breaking Financial Hardship, Success Buttons, Born to Win, The Miracle Seed, Keys to Divine Health, Anointing for Breakthrough and Mystery of the Anointing Oil. Most of these encourage his followers on how to prosper materially and physically.

It is asserted that the gospel of prosperity in Africa therefore teaches that all resources are there for the people to claim them. The bluff with prosperity gospel is that African Christians who have embraced this message continue to ‘name it’ whilst their pastors are the ones ‘claiming it’. Prophets of prosperity continue to live conspicuous materialistic lifestyle in affluent suburbs and drive the most expensive cars on the market, whilst their congregants are drowning in the triple unholy alliance of poverty, unemployment, and inequality. According to Umoh (2013:665) the poor continue to hope against hope even in their hopelessness. 

MIRRORING THEOLOGY OF MATERIALISM IN THE PRISM OF THE WORD OF GOD

In the beginning it was not so. It was the idolatrous and insatiable love for things that leads to gross distortions of God’s word by the prosperity preachers. Whereas the followers have also developed itching ears to hear these distortions to their own peril, but for the pleasure (wealth) of the preachers! When a critical reviewer and in-depth observation is conducted on the aspect of scriptures used by these preachers, it shows two things. First, it is that they deliberately twist these scriptures (rejection of the truth) to suit their plans of collecting people’s money and tie them to their aprons. Second, the spiritual eyes of understanding of the real meaning of these scriptures might not be revealed to them because of lack of adequate training before entering ministry. 

It's like a person who gazes into a mirror just to turn away and forget what he appears like. In an atomic world view, God is just another atom conglomeration. Some materialists believe in gods. In this respect, gods and humans aren't that different. Form-wise, the gods resemble humans. Don't compare yourself to others based on your financial prosperity, even if you've achieved great things in your life. 

Prosperity preachers are on the wavelength of twist theology as they use scriptures that suit their intended outcome. For example, according to Tamfu (2020), they are faulty on four fronts. First, using verses of scriptures out of context. Second, reading figurative language in Scripture as literal. Third, they are proponent of ‘the future is now, while ignoring the concept of the “already but not yet.” Lastly, if we interpret a scripture, we should apply it to our lives or else, it is a misapplication. How do we solve the spreading of this malaise in todays’ church? According to Tamfu (2020), it is present Christ-centred theological perspectives to both the adherents and the preachers. First, a Christ-centered interpretation will make it plain that the Bible is not first and foremost about us but Christ. If the Scriptures are about him (John 5:39; Luke 24:44), he must be central in our Bible meditation, preaching, and teaching. This Christ-centered approach will make it plain that the gospel is not about health, wealth, and might; rather, God in Christ himself is the good news. Jesus died to bring us to God. 
Second, a Christ-centered biblical theology transforms our worldview so that we pray and long for health, wealth, and might only if they serve our joy in Christ and advance the kingdom of Christ. As we grow in our knowledge of Christ and his word, we learn how to patiently endure suffering for the glory of God and the good of others.

Third, biblical theology provides the understanding that health, wealth, and power are primarily reserved for us in glory, at which point God, and not his blessings, will be central in our affections. God will give us everything only after he becomes everything to us. Let us remember that according to Deuteronomy 8:18, it is the Lord our God who provides us with the power to create prosperity. There is no enjoyment or peace of mind in succumbing to it. Anxiety, despair, and failed relationships are all linked to this condition. Unhappiness has always been linked to consumerism and lack of empathy for others.

There are many biblical passages warning against the detrimental effects of wealth—and especially love for wealth. If we examine these preachers using the prism of these passages, their claims will crumble like a pack of cards. For example, have they read the wise counsel from the Preacher which says, “Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God. (Prov. 30:7–9). Once the prosperity preachers start their trade, scriptures like this are obscured.

Apart from Agur, let’s consider also Solomon. He had 700 wives and 301 concubines inclusive of the Queen of Sheba who had a baby boy, Menedic for him. He enjoyed prosperity to the uttermost. But later in life before he died at 57, he warned the coming generation not to follow the way he went both in the opening of Ecclesiastes and in closing- {SOS1:2; 12:13}. 

Consider Master Jesus in the be-attitudes when he spoke on wealth with a warning that “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. . .  No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. (Matt. 6:19–24). In the Message Bible, Luke 16:13 is rendered thus: “No worker can serve two bosses: He’ll either hate the first and love the second Or adore the first and despise the second.   You can’t serve both God and the Bank.” we have read that Prophet Elijah once challenged Israel: how long will you hesitate between two opinions, and James warned Christians that an indecisive and double minded man is unstable in all his ways. It was Christ Himself Who taught that no one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. Conflict of interest enters-in when there are two opposing loyalties - and the inevitable result is that greater allegiance, love, loyalty and devotion is given to one party, which takes far greater precedence over the other.. to the point where one trumps the other. Yes, Jesus Himself warned that you cannot serve God and wealth.

Jesus was teaching some important truths to His disciples about wealth and stewardship, honesty and virtue.. but His instructions were overheard by the Scribes and Pharisees, who were lovers of money and haters of the Lord Jesus. And although they had a form of godliness these leaders of the Jews were greedy swindlers, religious hypocrites and dishonest cheats. They were ungodly and unprincipled men, who gave lip-service to God, while secretly lusting after the things of this world. They were blind leaders of the blind and their lives reflected the opposite of the godly man or woman, who is walking in spirit and truth.

Money is a good servant but a bad master and Jesus needed to point out that it is impossible to live for God if our priorities are focused on something or someone else. The man or woman who is serving God cannot serve another master - whether it be money or anything else upon which we place our trust. The accumulation of wealth and trusting in ones own bank balance is too often the thing that is most frequently substituted for faith in God and trust in His never-failing supply. Indeed we are called to lay up treasure in heaven, where moth and rust do not spoil and where thieves do not break through and steal.. but Christ's warning to these disciples must ring through our ears and convict our hearts - that no one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other for we cannot serve God and money.

Let us love the Lord our God with all or heart and all our soul and all our mind and all our strength.. and look to Jesus, Who has promised to supply all we need, according to His riches in glory.

Also, in Mark 10:17–25 Jesus deals with a rich young ruler who wants eternal life—so long as he isn’t asked to sacrifice his great wealth. When Jesus tells him to sell all he has and give it to the poor, he’s disheartened. He goes away sorrowful, for he has great possessions. Jesus goes on to make the unequivocal statement, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” You don’t hear these words from prosperity gospel preachers. Rather, they give the impression that material wealth is the sure sign that all is well between your soul and God. Jesus admonished his disciples in Luke 12:13–15 thus,  “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”. It thus shows that having material wealth is not blessedness in the presence of the Master! Paul the apostle took it further as was instructing his spiritual son, Timothy this, “and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (ITim.6:5-10). Here, the apostles enjoins believers to be modesty and not ostentatious with inordinate ambition to acquire wealth that may eventually become gods to them. 

Jesus, Paul, Apostles were not wealthy, but contrary to the opinions of the prosperity preachers, their lives still gave glory to God. If one asks those preachers publicly who they will prefer as their role models between Paul and Governor Felix or between Peter and Herod, I'm sure they will choose the two apostles. So what are we talking about?
According to Mbewe (2020), the writer of Hebrews sums up this counsel: “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5). Nothing can be clearer than that, but it’s the exact opposite of what prosperity gospel preachers say. Though wealth is not inherently bad, Scripture insists we harm our souls when we chase after it. As Jesus simply put it, “You cannot serve both God and money” (Matt 6:24). 
There are more verses in the Holy Bible that address holistic prosperity to the dismay of these preachers. We will continue to point this incestuous castration of the scripture for the purpose of self-gain to the disadvantage the kingdom of God and His economy. One thing is clear, the Word of God endures forever, but these preachers have come and will go, so we should do our best not to mislead the flock of Jesus over whom He has shed His precious blood on Calvary. My take is that to remain unshaken and not be swept away by the flow of these preachers, we should regularly retort that King Agur prayers that says, “…Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God…(Pro.30:8-9).
Although the term materialism is not used in the Bible, other adjectives such as greed and avarice are used to describe it. We can find phrases like covetousness, cupidity, love of money or goods, and devotion to money throughout the Bible, which ultimately pertain to avarice or greed, respectively to materialism. We use these terms interchangeably because their definitions are comparable to some extent. In general, they imply a desire for more than you require, highlighting over-indulgence and a desire to accumulate worldly possessions (Saint Maximus the Confessor, 1982). 

There are various studies which have shown the perspectives of God on the theology of materialism and the gospel of prosperity. While some argue that it is God’s plan through the word of God for us as Christians to live in wealth and affluence, others are of the opinion that the bible kicks against wealth by laying emphasis on the detrimental effect of wealth and laying down our treasures here on earth. Each of these arguments have their beliefs backed up in the Bible.  Here, we shall be exploring these two perspectives of the Bible’s stand about the theology of materialism:

7.1 EMPHASIS ON THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS OF WEALTH:
The Bible has a lot to say about the dangers of wealth. Here, we shall be considering various Bible verses that teach about the detrimental effects of wealth on the believers. In the sermon of Jesus Christ on the Mount, he teaches: Do not lay up for yourself on earth, where moths and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourself treasure in heaven where neither moths nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break and steal. For where our treasure is, there your heart shall be also…. No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. (Matthew 6:19-24)
In Mark 10:17-25, Jesus deals with a rich young ruler who wants eternal life- so long as he isn’t asked to sacrifice his great wealth. When Jesus tells him to sell all he has and give it to the poor, he is disheartened. He goes away sorrowfully, for he has great possessions. Jesus goes on to make the unequivocal statement: ‘How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God’,

Preachers of this aspect of the Bible argue that preachers of the prosperity gospel don’t like to hear these words, rather, they give an impression that material wealth is a sure sign all is well between your soul and God. They go further to argue about how Jesus cements these warnings with a parable: ‘The land of the rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself.’ What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops? And he said ‘I will do this; I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grains and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry’. But God said to him, ’Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich towards God. (Luke 12:16-21).

According to Jesus, wealth can be accumulated by ignoring opportunities to invest in God’s kingdom. Such wealth is really poverty. In the epistles of Paul, Paul advocates for a modest financial position: ‘But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content’ (1 Tim 6:6-8). Paul also warns against an insatiable thirst for wealth: ‘But those who desires to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. But as for you, O man of God, flee these things’ (1 Tim 6:9-11);

The love of money is the root of all evil-( 1Tim 6:10). The writer of Hebrews sums up this counsel: ‘Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’ (Hebrews 13:5). Nothing can be clearer than this, but it is the exact opposite of what prosperity gospel preachers say. Though wealth is not inherently bad, scripture insists that we harm our souls when we chase after it. As Jesus simply put it, ’You cannot serve both God and money’ (Matt 6:24) 

7.2 EMPHASIS ON PROSPERITY GOSPEL/ MATERIALISTIC IDEOLOGY 

The preachers of prosperity strongly disagree and are solely disinterested with the above doctrine. It can be said that they deliberately neglect the above verses of the Bible and similar verses that teach about moderation and laying up their treasures here on earth.  A favorite term of prosperity gospel teachers is ‘Positive confession’. As we have established above, this gospel focuses primarily on material possessions, physical well-being and success in life. They take quotes from different Bible verses which include: 

3 John 1:2: Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper even as thy soul prosperity 

Malachi 3:10: Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. The fallacy of contemporary understanding of personal favorite Malachi 3: 8-10 is exposed in Malachi 1:1. Apart from being under the Law, it was addressed to the Israelites, not to the Africans, Germans, Americans, or Europeans. Matthew 23: 23 was before the crucifixion and resurrection.  The same applied to Firstfruits. Neither our Lord nor the apostles nor the early Christians gave or receive both tithes and first fruits. Even Offerings has no footing in the New Testament Christian dispensation.
Deuteronomy 8:18: But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it Is this day. On this verse, prosperity preachers hardly read the entire Deut. 8:18; they deliberately skip the latter part, which explains why God deliberately strengthen them to make wealth. But to which of the fathers of today's preachers or audience did God swear and to establish which covenant?
2 Corinthians 8:9: For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

John 10:10: The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. This verse that prosperity preachers chew our ears with is contextually not for us. It is a misappropriation as it was addressed to certain audience as shown in Jeremiah 29:1.
All these Bible verses and more have been used by propagators of the Materialistic Ideology to promote the fact that God’s true plan for us is prosperity. 

From the above arguments, it is justifiable then to say that the Bible teaches us that God wants us to be prosperous and at peace. However, Christ also preaches about moderation and disallowing ourselves as Christians to lay emphasis on prosperity rather, our focus should be on eternal treasures of no little value which Christ has laid up for us in Heaven. It will be misleading of propagators of prosperity gospel to focus only on prosperity and neglect other aspects that lay emphasis on salvation and heavenly treasures.
According to Chrysostom (1996), money and riches are not inherently sinful; it is the distorted attitude toward them when they are elevated above God that is. The Bible does not directly condemn things, jewelry, or large homes; rather, it condemns anti-divine or anti-social wills that lead to tainted relationships with others and with God. It condemns the shackled will's selfish and unjust use of riches against the poor, one's soul, and God's anger. According to the Apostle Paul, the desire/love for money is the source or root of all evils because people commit sins and make other people unhappy in order to get money or other material things (I Timothy 6: 6-10). People who hoard money engage in a series of bad behaviors like fraud, theft, simony, manipulation, conceit, robbery, envy, mercilessness, malice, and so on, which disqualify avaricious people from divine grace. As a result, a love of money acts as a catalyst for other negative attitudes that are harmful to one's interpersonal relationships and even salvation (Frunzaru and Frunzaru, 2017). 

Moreover, Jesus taught that love for God and the love of Mammon (or materialism) cannot coexist in the same heart; one excludes the other (Matt 6:24; Luke 16:13). "Mortify therefore your members that are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, excessive passion, vile concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry," Paul warns in Colossians 3:5. But, because the highest responsibility is to love God, and God alone is to be prayed to, loved, and trusted, the covetous man, as a servant of Mammon, is forever barred from Christ's and God's kingdom (Krehl, 2006). The prosperity message is a gospel that preaches that personal riches are a sign of spirituality and that righteousness or holiness must alter our perceptions of what it is to be human. The prosperity gospel is a gospel of self-centeredness, worship of an unholy Trinity of "me, myself, and I." It teaches that faith may be utilized to gain wealth, fame, and power, but the truth is that such things can lead to one's soul being lost (Oladotun, 2020). 

According to Ogbeche (2016), the issue in the church is that many of these pastors are not the men of God they claim to be. Instead, they are mercenaries, people who are only interested in making money through the manipulative fleecing of the docile sheep called congregants. It is the church's responsibility to preach virtue – such as consecration, pure heart, integrity, love of God, eternal destinies of man etc., not materialism. Some of these pastors or doomsday prophets’ prey on them. They convey the erroneous idea of what a church of God should be like by the way they live. Material things should not be allowed to dominate the psyche of today's believers who are already ‘inoculated’ by these prosperity preachers.

CHALLENGES & CONSEQUENCES OF MATERIALISTIC THEOLOGY

The problem with many contemporary Christians' attitudes toward worldly goods is that they place a higher value on material things like money than on their eternal existence in heaven, that's in the New Jerusalem. They tend to stray far from Jesus' teachings, which emphasize contentment and instead build a shrine to consumerism, turning their backs on Jesus and focusing on mammon (Nwadialor and Umeanolue, 2013). The pathetic fact as Aweda (2009) points out in the interpretation and consequence of the teaching that no Christian should be impoverished is that those who profess to be Christians but are suffering to make ends meet are just claiming to be Christians falsely. According to Iwe (1991), materialism is rapidly entering and eclipsing our traditional values and Christian ethics in Nigeria; previously, the culture placed greater focus on the spiritual and social dimensions of human nature and value. The truth is that some Christians' faith has been thrown aside in the pursuit of prosperity and liberty; ideals and conventions that lead Christians, particularly these materialistic gospel preachers in our culture. Rather than focusing on people's spiritual growth, some of these preachers place greater emphases on their material necessities (Nwadialor and Umeanolue, 2013).

As we keep emphasising in this piece, Prosperity theology promotes materialism and legitimizes selfishness by putting so much focus on material riches and its attainment. Prosperity theology is a distortion of the Gospel of Christ in all its varied forms. The cult of affluence places the emphasis not on God, however on man and his insatiable need for worldly pleasure and money. A strategy to either put in motion global principles that create riches, or to make God obedient to man, responding to his every command. It is evident that you've been saved not by your own efforts, but via God's mercy alone through faith, and no one can take credit for that. Paul the apostle told the church in Ephesus “For we are God's workmanship, created in Lord Jesus to accomplish good deeds already planned out for us by God. "(Ephesians 2:8-9). However, it is obvious that the prosperity gospel and its teachings has different implications and consequences on the believers of the doctrine. As it is perceived to be an emphasis on only one part of the Bible, one can tell that it will definitely have effects on its practitioners. 

Below, we shall be considering some of the consequences of the doctrine of prosperity.

8.1 OVEREMPHASIS ON IMPORTANCE OF TEMPORAL WEALTH
The prosperity gospel overemphasizes the importance of temporal wealth on the individual. While the scripture records examples of faithful rich men (e.g., Abraham), it also records examples of people who were poor or sick yet were also faithful (e.g., Paul). Establishing conditions where widespread holistic human flourishing is possible is a good thing that is entirely different from a quest for individual wealth or health.

8.2. DISTRACTION FROM UNDERSTANDING THE NATURAL LAWS OF ECONOMIC REALITY
The theology of materialism sees a direct correlation between positive thinking and material prosperity and distracts individuals from understanding the natural laws that govern economic reality. Expecting a future supernatural blessing to make a balloon payment on a mortgage may tempt someone to ignore the financial realities of an excessively large loan-to value-ratio on a house. This could result in real, naturally caused financial ruin. The prosperity gospel is something different from a biblically oriented approach to flourishing. Even given the basic outline of the prosperity gospel, it is clear that there are fundamental differences between the health gospel and biblically based, theological approaches to human flourishing.

8.3. THE OPINION THAT POVERTY IS A SIGN OF SPIRITUAL DEFICIENCY
If wealth and health are a result of the degree of faith a person has, this led to the conclusion that the poor are poor because they are spiritually deficient. Most scholars have rejected the opinion of the prosperity gospel due to this; they announce the need for rejecting the prosperity gospel when they comment that repenting of a belief in the prosperity gospel. 

While personal sin may result in poverty the effects of the sin of others and structural evils that may be the cause of poverty, the prosperity gospel ignores and structural evils that may be the cause of poverty. Believing harder fails to eliminate poverty and advance human feeling.

8.4. A MYOPIC AND LIMITED VIEW OF GOD: The gospel of Christ is about an infinite God who offers us the best gift imaginable: Himself. That is the incredible beauty of the gospel, that sinners can know God and enjoy Him forever. Hence, wealth, health and prosperity are not the glory of the gospel, they are inferior gifts compared to fellowship with the Almighty God. These are the very things the world pursues: they are false gods. To preach that temporary and material blessing are the purpose of our salvation turns Christianity into idolatry and trades in the glory of God for a cheap substitute. 

All these and more are the consequences of Prosperity Gospel which of course, are negative on its followers.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Looking through all the myriads of the misnomer in the African Pentecostal churches, my take is that all the affected – prosperity preachers, the adherents and the church need to desist from following this ruinous path henceforth. I submit the following suggestions: 

THE PROSPERITY PREACHERS

GENUINE REPENTANCE: These preachers need to urgently repent by returning to their first love. If there’s any living spirit in them, they ought to know that they have swerved off the road of God’s kingdom and economy. For example, the Senior Pastor of Akwa Ibom based Power City International Ministry in Nigeria, Dr. Abel Damina has gone down memory lane recalling how his romance with prosperity message almost cost him his faith and relationship with God.  In his words, “in this town I was the Baba of prosperity message. I preached prosperity to the point that I was lost in it. I was so carried away in the preaching of prosperity that I could collect money even from the devil. I preached deliverance to the point that I conducted deliverance from street to street, junction to junction in this city.” (Churchtimes, 2019). After his repentance and fervent prayers for forgiveness, he started preaching Grace. Hear him, “I preached grace for 30 days. I preached the revelation of Jesus. I became fulfilled. I have found him.” So, those who are penitent can get reconciled to his/her Maker for a new refreshing from on High. Another Pastor in Durban South Africa, Jay Israel also had similar experience like Pastor Damina, and returned to preaching Christ crucified alone message after his sojourn in the fold of prosperity preachers. (Churchtimes, 2020).

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF THE WRONG: After genuine repentance before God, it is important to go before man (the congregation and adherents) to publicly denounce the prosperity gospel – and follow suit by saying “I was wrong” like Pastor James Bakker. In the video, Pastor Damina made the confession before his congregation, and pleaded for their forgiveness. This is the height of penitence and the beginning of the seed of humility in such a life.

GO FOR FURTHER STUDY ON BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION: We have observed with trepidation that majority of these prosperity preachers are suffering from a shallow knowledge of Biblical Hermeneutics, which is the branch of knowledge that deals with biblical interpretation. The word Hermeneutics refers most often to the dynamics of interpreting the Bible or other sacred texts of other religions. This is not to be confused with Exegesis. Where Exegesis refers to the interpretation of a specific Biblical text, Hermeneutics is deciding which principles we will use to interpret the text. What are the different types of biblical hermeneutics that they lack? It includes literary, moral, allegorical, and anagogical types of interpretations. It won’t suffice not to explain Exegesis and Eisegesis. 
The definition of exegesis is the critical explanation or interpretation of a text, especially of scripture. Put simply, it is the process of discovering the author's original and intended meaning of a passage of scripture. When considering the importance of knowing truth, exegetical theology is vitally important. After all, would you want to get to the end of your life and discover God wanted you to do this while you were doing that? NO! Exegesis is in distinct contrast to eisegesis, which is where someone forces their own ideas into the interpretation of the text. This exactly happens to be the stock-in-trade of most prosperity preachers. Unless, they become humbled, most may not be able to follow this line of thought, but when there is genuine repentance, that won’t be a difficult thing to handle.

TEACH THE WHOLE & BALANCED GOSPEL: 

I have little doubts that prosperity preachers wish most of the verses that counter prosperity gospel wish didn’t exist, such as Luke 14:33.. They fly in the face of their teaching. Prosperity preachers prefer verses that address holistic prosperity, panel beat and torture them until they mean material prosperity. This is not how to faithfully 'divide' or handle the Word of God. Please don’t get me wrong. We should praise God for Christians who have good jobs resulting in large bank accounts. We should ask God to give them wisdom to use their wealth for His glory. But we shouldn’t envy them, because with riches come with many sorrows. Let us pray that God will give us neither poverty nor riches. It is a less hazardous load to carry in this fallen world. Preachers of the prosperity gospel should find a balance in God’s word rather than misleading the populace about prosperity gospel and its misconceptions.
THE MEMBERS AND ADHERENTS:

BE STRIPPED OF IGNORANCE: One adage says ignorance is a disease”. So true when we consider the garbage that these adherents are made to consume because of ignorance. Prophet Isaiah lamented that “My people perish for lack of knowledge.” When we seek for the truth from the correct source, it will be found, however, those who seek for counterfeits will also not lack any either. In this regard, the adherents must desire to be discipled by reputed and deep Christians who understand the word of God and are ready to spend and be spent to get them into the light of Jesus’ revelation. 

STOP LOOKING FOR MATERIAL THINGS IN THE CHURCH: The business of the church is not provision of material things. The economic sustenance of individuals and families is highly dependent upon the economic status of each of them and disposition to be ready to work for one’s livelihood. Apostle Paul says, “I work with my hands, and depend on nobody”! That is the spirit of a New Testament believer, not those ones seeking for miracle when they are not ready to work. The church is a sanctuary of grace and blessing for one’s soul and spirit. If the adherents truly seek for Jesus’s grace and perfection of their soul and spirit by the Holy Spirit, they will be in good standing to receive the instruction on how to profit, be creative and progress in which labour placed on their hands. The Bible says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these other things shall be added unto you” (Matt.6:33). So, pursuing God’s kingdom, His righteousness is our main job and primary calling in the church. As we do this satisfactorily, all other things we need for our lives will be supplied even if we have not prayed for them. That’s the instruction or commandment from the Word of God.

BECOME LIKE THE BEREAN CHRISTIANS: The Bible tells us of a remarkable group of people famously known today as the Berean Christians. These believers lived in a place called Berea (thus the name), and they possessed a remarkable character that each and every Christian today must have especially the prosperity preachers adherents. The Bible speaks to us about the Bereans in Acts 17:10-15. At this time, Paul and Silas were making their way along different territories preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all men. Upon arriving at Berea, we read that they first looked for the Jews there. "Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews." (Acts 17:10. It is obvious that these Bereans weren't believers in Christ when Paul and Silas met them. They were Jews who had one remarkable trait: "These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so." (Acts 17:11).
The Bereans haven't met Christ at this time, but they have already established the all-important habit and discipline of reading and studying the Scriptures daily. They were a people whose standard for authority and truth was the very word of God, though they hadn't met the word made flesh then. Much unlike other Jews, the Bereans were quick to receive the message that Paul and Silas brought them, but they weren't naïve - they didn't take Paul's word for it, but "searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so." They were a people who held Scripture in such a high regard that it became their daily pursuit, their source of truth, the only reference book or material they would read in search of what is true. Because they were familiar with the word of God, they saw the truth of Paul's message about the Lord Jesus Christ, and they believed: “Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men." (Acts 17:12). 

Later we read that Paul and Silas' persecutors also followed them to disrupt their work of preaching the word of God. The Bereans, now Christians, responded quickly to protect Paul by sending him away quickly, to be followed later by Silas and Timothy. In this regard, if these adherents can become like Berean Christians, they need to make the word of God their sole basis for truth and error, diligently searching the Scriptures daily (John 4:34), and be ready to receive God's truth by soaking themselves in His word (1 Peter 2:2). That is the only escape route from eternal damnation that the prosperity preachers have set them on.

The falsehood of the prosperity gospel is rooted in misinterpretation of the Bible. The word of God has been twisted both intentionally and unintentionally, and the result is a deceptive man-made message. If you are genuinely pursuing the truth and humbly approaching His word, God can set you free from the lies of this empty, false gospel and give your life in Him. My confidence rests on Christ’s promise in John 8:31-32:’If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth shall set you free’. 

God has revealed truth to us in the Bible as children of God. But this truth has plenty of competition; our deceitful hearts (Jeremiah 17:9) the devil who is ‘the deceiver of the whole world’ (Rev 12:9) and a world full of lies. As Christians, we constantly have to remember that truth is not determined by a vote, a point of view, or a popularity contest. God has revealed truth to us and we must labor to understand what He is telling us. More than anything else, it is encouraged that members of the body of Christ should examine the preaching they hear in the light of the Bible.
THE CHURCH FATHERS AND LEADERS: 

CONSTANT WARNING & CONDEMNATION: All churches in Africa have groups and association under which they are organized. Such groups should regularly speak against the feel-good prosperity preaching as it negatively affects the Church's reputation and bringing disrepute to the entire Body of Christ. In 2019, some ministers of the gospel under the name, Concerned Ministers Forum in Nigeria have observed that the main evil threatening the church is the undue emphasis on prosperity message noting that it is an indirect way of playing into the hands of the devil. (Churchtimes, 2019). The president of the forum, Bishop Abraham Olaleye said that “whether deliberate or otherwise, whether consciously or unconsciously, misplaced emphasis on material prosperity and a general disposition to feel good messages is neither Christ-centred, nor heaven-focused.” He concluded that “It is not time for unguided defense of our individual and corporate corruption as a church. This is the time to think soberly. Nigeria is desperately in need of our intercessory prayers and of the sanitizing power of the true and authentic gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let leaders examine themselves exhaustively. With prayer and fasting let us subject our cherished teachings to the penetrating search of the Holy Spirit once again. Let us find the meekness to stand naked before the almighty God and in heartfelt repentance.” That is what is expected of church leaders in most African countries to do now so that we can stunt the wrong move of this “misplaced emphasis on material prosperity and a general feel-good message that is neither Christ-centred nor heaven-focused.”
INSTITUTE DISCIPLESHIP TRAININGS: There is apparent low spiritual growth of most congregation in African Pentecostal churches. The shallowness is obvious when you pick writings of the so-called church leaders to read, study, meditate or critique. Just like Eleazer Maduka said when reviewing Femi Adeleye’s book,  Preachers Of A Different Gospel: A Pilgrim’s Reflections On Contemporary Trends In Christianity, “ good indigenous books—those that are faithful to Scripture and clear about the gospel—are very rare. As Nigerians we are well known for many things. Unfortunately, sound theology is not one of them.” I agreed with these views. A trial will convince you when you pick the books of Nigeria church leaders, it is full of Bible passages with little exposition of the verses and minimal revelatory inclinations that move one into the spiritual realm.  Pastors are to raise up everyday disciples who will become disciple makers to reach the nations (Eph. 4:11-13; Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Tim. 2:2).  Why should the pastors teach more on discipleship? The Why is theological, in that the gospel we believe will determine the pedigree of disciples we make. If for example our gospel is primarily about how the Christian feels, how fulfilled they are, and how the church meets their needs, there is very little chance that a consumer gospel can make any useful disciple. The wrong kind of gospel just makes matters worse. We create disciples that are of no use to Christ and his mission. If there is one person in the church who should be equipped with a clear, biblical, and viral definition of a disciple, it’s the pastor. Why? You can’t make Christ-like disciples if you don’t know what a Christ-like disciple is.
My observation to the church at large is that the prosperity gospel rests on the misinterpretation of the Bible that completely distorts its clear meaning. In this way, it diverts Christians away from serving God to observing God’s word sincerely and carefully so that we may know the truth and be set free by it.
When our Lord Jesus Christ left heaven and became a man, he did not give up or promise us material benefits. Professor Leon Morris once declared that Jesus came to bring men to God not property to man. Jesus gave up heavenly riches, the glory and love he shared with his father, to come to our world so that we could share in these blessings with Him forever. After Christ lived a self-denying life, of suffering and then died on the cross, His punishment was designed to heal our deepest wounds and sinfulness. So God promises us something far more important and valuable than health or wealth now. Thanks to His death and resurrection. Jesus promises His people reconciliation with God and a sin free life in the age to come. The church at large should embrace this Biblical truth, live by it, ingrain it into the doctrines and teach the innocent populace.

CONCLUSION

God's Word, the only path to salvation, is threatened by the universal yearning for material things. What can we do in such a situation? The preachers, their adherents and the church at large must play critical roles to ensure the needful planting of the truth of God's word in us. There's is the critical necessity for preaching more about righteousness and being upright in the midst of the present confusion and insatiable thirst and urge for worldly pleasure. The fact is: the truth of heaven will counter and resist the temptation of materialism on our spirits if they are constantly pointed out in the congregation of the people of God. Therefore, it is critical to adjust one's attitude toward material possessions, money, and wealth, and to realize that nothing belongs to us (1 Cor. 6:19-20), and this reorientation will encourage responsible behavior and the cultivation of virtues. For example, even if a person is impoverished, the desire to gain money or material goods should be eliminated from one's own heart first, because greed takes root and produces unrest or even unhappiness and sorrow.
Furthermore, cheerfully accepting poverty, which at times may be for a short period, and realizing that happiness is spiritual would enable us to avoid the rich man's behavior, in which God demanded his soul, as well as the wasteful storage of material belongings (Luke 12:20). Furthermore, imposed poverty is not a virtue, because voluntary poverty fosters humility and patience, whereas money fosters pride (Dumitrașcu, 2010). Moreover, the reason and purpose God initiated the church through the sacrifice of Jesus is not to gather crowds and indoctrinate them, not for making money at the expense of the Kingdom; rather it is to make the Redeemed a people colonized under the government of Jesus and the Holy Spirit and for them to become witnesses of Jesus through evangelism and discipleship, which is waning among many churches today. In fact, some years ago, before he departed this side of the veil, the world-renowned evangelist, Dr. Billy Graham observed that the missing link in Today's Christianity is discipleship! That basically is the truth today!

Thank you very much for listening. Shall we pray!
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